
 
  

 

Newsletter May 2020 

New Principal’s Message  
 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to write to you as the new Principal of Nyland 

School.  I would like to use this opportunity to introduce myself and to thank Mrs 

van der Meulen and all staff at Nyland for enabling me to take over a school which 

is so vibrant and with so many exciting opportunities for the pupils.  I am very 

excited about Nyland School and very much look forward to meeting all pupils and 

parents whenever this is possible. 

 

Apologies for lack of information on the website and by any other form of media 

up until now.  However, I only officially started as Principal at Nyland on May 1st.  I 

have recently been a Principal of a White Horse Federation Secondary School.  

Prior to this I spent 15 years working in various Special Education settings, 

including being a head at a primary school for pupils with SEMH needs. 

 

I am passionate that schools provide the best possible education for the pupils they 

serve and that to achieve this a strong partnership between school and family must 

exist.  Clearly with the current restrictions in place meeting parents in the 

foreseeable future will be difficult.  However, my commitment is to hold events as 

soon as possible.  

 

As you will see from this newsletter, whilst pupils have not been attending the 

school a lot of work is still going on.  A huge thank you to you for your 

perseverance as parents and carers in this matter and encouraging our pupils to 

produce such excellent work, also thank you to the staff who are making regular 

contact with all families. 

 

During the week you have been sent a link to a questionnaire, please could I 

encourage you to complete this so that we can act on your feedback and improve 

our school. 

 

I very much look forward to working in partnership with you. Please keep safe and 

well. 

 

    

Paul Holroyd     

 

Free School Meals 
Most of you will have now received E vouchers via email, which you can redeem and 

then shop at certain supermarkets; these will be listed in your email along with your 

16-digit code.  Those that have not yet received your code please email 

sjdawes@nyland-pri.swindon.sch.uk 

 

The company Edenred have been swamped with requests and there is currently an 

on-line waiting room where you can find yourself waiting for up to an hour, I log 

myself in and then go off and do other things and keep checking it, you will get in 

eventually so worth doing if you have a query. 

 

There have been some issues but most of these have now been resolved and it really 

is a case of being patient.  There is a leaflet that I have put together with some useful 

tips about how to redeem your voucher and also some notes about error messages 

you may encounter although Edenred are working very hard to iron all of these out.  

My advice is to be patient. If you would like one of these just email me and I will send 

one out to you. 

 

Richard Lewis 
 
Firstly, I genuinely hope you and your families are safe and well. Without a question 
of doubt, this must be the priority during these difficult times of Covid-19. Secondly, 
I hope you are feeling supported by the schools and other agencies. Let me assure 
you that behind the scenes we are working incredibly hard to safeguard schools 
support for you and your children.   
I know first-hand the sacrifices made by some staff across the three special schools 
and I am inspired by their efforts. Furthermore, I am immensely grateful for how 
parents, carers and pupils have risen to the challenge of self-isolation. It fills me with 
pride to see the pieces of work from all three special schools. Lastly, although this 
unfortunate situation has meant we are physically further apart, in some ways it has 
brought us closer together establishing a new collaboration between the three 
special schools during the pandemic who share their collective brilliance to ensure 
your children are safe, thrive and unlock potential. Please keep safe. 
 
Richard Lewis:  Principal Peak Academy/ Associate Director for SEMH The White 
Horse Federation 
 

 



 

Avebury Class 
Avebury Class are all coping really well with the 
lockdown, Ms Stead is really proud of the children 
who are making a huge commitment to their learning.  
She is of course also hugely thankful to all our parents 
who are doing such an amazing job at motivating the 
children to complete their schoolwork. 
 
How strange that you can have Ms Stead in your 
house on the computer and have your parents and 
carers as the teacher! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Westbury Class 
This term in Westbury Class we have said goodbye to 
Mrs Sayer who has moved onto our Outreach team 
and we would like to welcome Ms Taylor to team. In 
Westbury Class, the children have demonstrated good 
resilience and self-regulation to complete their 
schoolwork at home. It has been a pleasure to hear 
from our parents that children and families have been 
working and socialising with each other and making 
the most of this extra time we are able to spend 
together. Whether that be a nice walk, playing games 
or supporting siblings with work. Well done Westbury 
Class! Keep it up! We are missing you and hopefully 
we will see you all soon. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cherhill Class 
Cherhill class have been creating amazing imaginary 
creatures, building bug hotels, designed eye-catching 
internet safety posters and had a materials treasure 
hunt. 
 
Some have even been baking and celebrating a 
birthday! 
 

 
 
 
 

Savernake Class 
 

 
 
 
 

Stonehenge Class 

For the past few weeks, Stonehenge class has been very 
engaged with their learning, showing amazing resilience 
during such tricky times. Most of us have been focusing on 
our Maths (Stonehenge’s favourite subject) and we were 
able to produce quality work, as you can tell by one pupil’s 
very neat work. We also enjoyed our daily EQ tasks where 
we were able to use the knowledge we had from school to 
apply into our new routines; we have been sharing our 
feelings using emojis, making paper aeroplanes to practice 
our resilience and we also tried to show empathetic skills 
by putting ourselves into someone else’s shoes.  
 

  
 



 

 

Malmesbury Class 

 
 
A pupil in Malmesbury Class created this beautiful rainbow picture at the start of lockdown. It’s sure to brighten 
anyone’s day.  
 
Good news –  
 
The highlight of this week for Mrs Daw was seeing all the work of members of the class.  There were also a few little 
surprises as well. Now the children are busy growing cress seeds so they can make egg and cress sandwiches with their 
families. Well done to all those who are staying safe and keeping up with their learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lydiard Class 
The adults in Lydiard class have been so proud of the resilience that the children have shown this term. When they are 
not busy bike riding, practicing football skills or going for long walks they are producing some wonderful pieces of 
learning! 
     
 

    
 
 

Uffington Class 
In English we have designed our own animals and labelled the different parts using adjectives. In science we have been 
finding out about different materials and completed a treasure hunt of our homes to find objects made of each material.  
We are also thinking about our emotions and using the zones to help us.  
 
    

     
 

 
 
    
 
  


