
 

Nyland Newsletter Term 3 



Head's Message 

 

 

Parent/Carers 

As we get to the end of another term, I cannot believe we are halfway through the school 

year.  Term 3 has not been without challenge!  I would like to thank all staff at Nyland who have 

adapted so well to the change from school-based learning to a mixture of home and school based 

delivery.  At very short notice, we had to set up a home learning team who have been responsible 

for delivering home education.  They are fully supported by school staff who also have to deliver 

lessons to pupils in school.  I cannot praise the staff enough for what they have achieved this term 

and I hope they all have a well-deserved break next week.  Can I also thank families who have been 

involved in either helping with home tuition or with ensuring pupils attend school, your su pport is 

very much appreciated. 

In this newsletter you will see the vast array of learning that has taken place this term.   Please can I 

also ask that you have a look at the weekly SWAY with the school ‘Stars of the Week’. This is being 
emailed to you weekly to enable you to share our celebration of success. 

With best wishes 

Paul Holroyd 



 

 

Well what a start to 2021; I hope you are well and coping in these unpredictable times. Just as we all 

heaved a sigh of relief and managed to get a grip on the new ways of working, it all changed, and we 

had to plan for a whole new way of working within bubbles and master home education.  I’m sure 

there have been days when it has been so exhausting it's been almost impossible to try and keep up 

with it all.  However, I hope you are managing to stay well and find some golden moments in 

amongst all of the chaos. If you feel like you need any additional support, please drop me an email 
on:   

gbirkett@nyland-pri.swindon.sch.uk  

I hope you have a restful half term and are looking forward to Term 4.   

 Gina   



Parent Survey 

 

We would appreciate your feedback on 'Remote Learning and Communication' and would like to 

thank you in advance for taking the time to complete this. 

Please click on the link below to access the parent survey: 

https://forms.gle/zGroGf6hUXaSDfd37 

Avebury Class 

 

As the evenings start to get lighter and the hints that Spring is on its way are revealed, we can start 

to look forward with hope, to some easing of lockdown rules.  We have been keeping safe in school 

with all staff in our bubble self-testing twice a week.  There are currently 2 staff members and up to 

4 children in class each week.  We have been able to re-establish the routines and expectations in 
class so that we can fit in lots of learning.  

Whilst the rest of the country are locked in we have been cramming in as much learning as 

possible.  The new Read Write Inc phonics programme is being used in class in the mornings and is 

https://forms.gle/zGroGf6hUXaSDfd37


proving to be a huge success; results are already being seen. We are reading every day in class and 
so there are lots of raffle tickets due to be handed out next week.    

Our 2 home learners have been hard at work especially during Maths. They have enjoyed D.T where 

they have been learning about bridges and designing their own. They also enjoyed Science where 
they are learning about different animal groups and what makes them different. 

All in all it has been a busy and jam packed term with lots of fun and shared games thrown i n for 
good mental health. 

We are looking forward to half term when we can recharge our batteries, celebrate Valentine’s Day 

and eat lots of pancakes. 

 

 

 



 

 

Art has been great fun, exploring textures to create different pieces.   Tension and compression have 

been learned about and tested in DT,  when building different types of bridges. Geography has been 

all about map work, we have learned map symbols and about how grid lines work by creating a 

detailed map of the classroom. In MFL, we have learned how to say basic greetings and colours in 

French but we also tried some French cheese (fromage) and learnt to say which ones we liked and 

did not like in French. Algorithms have been our focus in Computing.  We found it quite funny when 

our written algorithms needed de bugging. When making a sandwich with the instructions ‘put the 
cheese on the bread’ we needed to mention that it need to be out of the packet!!! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Cherhill Class 

 

This term some of Cherhill Class have been learning at home, while some have been learning at 

school. Once again our pupils have been showing great resilience when faced with the many 

different challenges of the term. In particular we have been working on improving our self-esteem 

and confidence through daily activities, discussions and games. It seems we have several budding 

chess champions in Cherhill Class who enjoy thinking strategically and applying problem solving skills 
while playing chess.  

In Maths we have been exploring how to use a range of resources and manipulatives to support us in 

learning new skills; while in English we have developed our use of co-ordinating conjunctions, noun 

phrases and inverted commas.  

Our pupils, parents, carers and staff have shown resilience with online learning, used patience with 
technology and continue to join live teaching sessions on Teams.  

We have also welcomed a new pupil into our class and it has been fantastic to see new fri endships 
forming.  



 

 



 

During DT sessions we have been exploring different bridge designs and have been able to follow 

instructions to build a beam bridge, arch bridge, suspension bridge (very fiddly) and a model of 

Tower Bridge - a combined bascule and suspension bridge. Each time we tested the strength of each 
bridge and evaluated our work.  

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Malmesbury Class 

 

 



 

 

It has been Mrs Daw's pleasure to be teaching Malmesbury Class this term once more. We have 

welcomed a new pupil who is following the excellent example of older pupils, who are great role 

models and have displayed high levels of friendship. The written work produced by the class this 

term has been fantastic, based around our English texts, as well as linked to our topic of 'Expl orers'. 

We have discussed what self-esteem is and encouraged each other to be more confident in our 

ability and to celebrate our successes. In particular, we have focused some of our artwork on 

masterpieces by Monet and Van Gogh, joining in with our own masterclasses each week. The adults 

had a go as well;  well done to Mrs Gorman and Mrs Clements! One of the highlights for pupils has 

been to welcome Mr Coombs in class to bring his DT lessons to life, and we finish on the last day of 
term with some Forest Schools activities  - wrapped up warmly of course. 

Thanks also go to Mrs Colombo for all her hard work and efforts at leading the remote learners 

through their work. Some of the pupils at home have completed a huge amount of work and should 

be congratulated for their dedication to their studies. We miss them all and look forward to the time 
when they are back in school with us all and we resume something that is more normal.   



Savernake Class 

 

What a very strange term it has been!  With some of us in school and some completing their learning 

at home, we have been working hard to learn new concepts and develop our knowledge and 

understanding.   Children, parents, carers and staff have all been showing great resilience with their 
home and school learning.   

Fun at the Farm - we had a fantastic morning at Abbey Farm exploring the woods, looking for 
animals and their habitats and showing confidence when getting to know the calves.  



 

 

We are Engineers 

We have made several different bridges this term, and  surprised ourselves by how much weight our 
bridges could hold once we had strengthened them. 

 

Exploring texture in Art        

We made our own textured tiles and then used them to print with. We also used glue guns, tinfoil 
and sharpie pens to make textured pictures. 



 

 

 

Level Up – the classes in our bubble have shown great teamwork and resilience.   We have played 

lots of games which have made us solve problems and work together to do so – sometimes this has 

been challenging, but we persevered and really enjoyed it 



 

What are algorithms? 

Using the beebots was one of the activities we enjoyed doing to help us learn about coding and 
algorithms. 

 

Stonehenge Class 

 



During Term 3 Stonehenge class has shown amazing resilience, adapting and coping with change. 

Our EQ focus was 'Confidence' and we worked hard to help each other trying new things and taking 

risks. We focused on building bridges and that required great focus and perseverance. We also 

learnt about the different types of textures, visual or tactile and we had a go at creating art pie ces 

whilst exploring techniques. We played Netball and discussed the rules and boundaries. Our circle 

time sessions were also fun; we discussed what it means to be confident and we named the things 

we can do well. We also discussed tolerance and how respecting others is important in and out of 

school. Our last EQ lesson involved self-control balancing gummy bears on our noses during a set 

time without eating them.  

 

 

 



 

 



Uffington Class 

 

Term 3 has been very busy for Uffington class. As well as doing lots of Maths and English work, we 

have also been learning about bridges in DT and have been able to build a beam bridge and arch 

bridge from paper. In Art we have been learning about texture – this is how something feels or looks. 
We have been using a variety of materials to experiment with creating different effects.  



 

 



 

 

Westbury Class 

 

This term has been strange for all of us and it is a credit to our class and school that the effect of 

Covid 19 on our students has been minimal.  It has been a monumental effort from staff both 

working in school and at home.  Miss Watts and Ms Rubello have been working tirelessly from home 

and providing our home learners with high quality lessons. Miss Taylor, Miss May, Mrs Sejournant 

and Miss Christopher have ensured Westbury Class has been able to run as normal as possible 

during the current circumstances and in my absence. The children, in and out of school, have 

demonstrated great commitment to their learning. In English, this term, we have been developing 

our knowledge of co-ordinating conjunctions and using adjectives and noun phrases to aid 

description on characters and settings.  In Maths, we have been developing our multiplication and 

division skills.  In DT, we have learnt about different types of bridges and then the children have had 

a go at building them themselves. This term, has also seen us introduce Level Up which is designed 

to enhance teamwork, self-confidence and resilience. The children have participated in a variety of 
physical activities.  



Well Done to Westbury Class! From all the adults in class we wish you a restful half term and look  
forward to welcoming you all back next term. 

 

 

 



 

Visit from Rockin' Robin 

 

We had an exciting (and Covid safe) visit from Rockin' Robin of STFC when he came to donate some 

books from the Premier League Writing Stars.  He was also able to give us an aerobic workout for PE. 



 

 

Free School Meal vouchers 

 

If your child has been learning from home this term, you will have been emailed Free School Meal 

vouchers that have taken you up until 12th February. The government have now extended the 

scheme to include the half term holiday, therefore ALL pupils entitled to Free School Meals will 

receive a voucher for £15 to cover the half term. These will be emailed out to you this week so 
please check your emails for this information. 

If you do not currently receive Free School Meals and believe you could be entitled, please make an 

application on the Swindon.gov.uk website or alternatively contact Sam Cole with your date of birth 

and NI number, who can then complete the application on your behalf.  



Useful Information Links 

 

During the current pandemic, supporting the well being of our children has never been more 

important. SSS learning has put together a useful short video clip and 10 Top tips for parents to help 
you support your child through this difficult time. Please follow the link to access. 

https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj== 

Change 4 Life  

 

Change 4 Life have created some recipes and shopping lists for families which can be used to create 
lunches for £15 per week. Please click on the link below to access these. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 

https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s
http://click.email.edenred.co.uk/?qs=be8e71962d260c7a2565542ccac7d0955408347dc635c686f55674c4aadaf3e44b7a554d72a15558ba47c2e1300aaa5d565bc6ae5800f451


Winter Games 

 

If you are looking for a fun and active half term activity take a look at the Winter Games pack that 
has been sent out in a separate email. 

CBBC Youtube Channel 

 

CBBC are constantly updating the CBBC Youtube channel with new content suitable for children aged 

5-11 years. The channel contains a wide range of genres and includes factual shows, news, drama 

alongside some comedy and entertainment. If you haven't accessed this already you can subscribe 

completely free of charge at www.youtube.com/cbbc you can also access CBBC live daily on the BBC 

iplayer. 

https://www.youtube.com/cbbc


Dates for your Diary 

 

 

Half term 15th  - 19th February 2021 

Term 4 starts: 22nd February 2021 

World book day 4th March 2021 

Term 4 Ends: 1st April 2021 


