
 

Nyland Newsletter Term 6 



Head's Message 

 

Thank you to each and every one of you for your support in what has proved to be an extremely 

challenging year.  Even through a pandemic and an enforced lockdown period in January, we have 

still maintained excellent attendance and engagement from our pupil s.  Thank you to those parents 

who supported their children with home learning and an equal thank you to parents who ensure 

their child accessed education at Nyland.  Sadly we have had to cancel some events at the end of this 

term due to increasing cases of Covid-19 in Swindon.  I am sure you will agree that the risk of putting 

on these events was too high.  Throughout the year, due to your vigilance and the bubble system we 

have adhered to, no bubble has been closed and we have been able to offer full-time education to 

all our pupils; this is something we are very proud of.  We look forward to your support when we are 
able to open our doors fully in the new school year. 

It is that time of year when we say goodbye and this year we have sixteen Year 6 pupils and one Year 

5 pupil leaving Nyland.  They are leaving us for a variety of different education settings; they will all 

be missed very much and of course we wish them the very best and look forward to hearing how 

they are doing.  There are some fantastic videos of our leavers later in this newsletter which 
celebrates their time at Nyland School.  

For those of you who have children returning to Nyland, I have sent you a separate letter with 

information for September and term dates for the school year.   As stated in the letter we have 

Teacher Training Days on September 1st and 2nd.  On Friday September 3rd we will invite you and 

your child into school to meet on an individual basis with your child ’s teacher; someone from your 

child’s class will call you on September 1st to arrange a time.  Normal school will start on Monday 
September 6th. 

Please let me take this opportunity to wish you a happy and safe summer break, we look forward to 
seeing you in September. 



Senco's Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

I cannot believe it is the end of the year already.  This year has gone so quickly despite all the 
disruption and chaos it has brought to us all; the pandemic has impacted on all of us in some way.    

The virus has caused significant disruption to children's school ing and with this, it has also impacted 

on their mental health and wellbeing. It’s been particularly challenging to support pupils with 

transition to new schools and new classes, which we feel our pupils need so much.   With this in mind, 

I would like to remind you that there are ways in which you can also support your child with 

transition over the holiday, as they may be feeling anxious and worried about the year ahead.    

You can find advice and support on the SEND Local Offer website which is updated weekly. It's 

important to remember that anxiety can present in lots of different ways and may not always look 

like you would expect it to.  It can present in lots of ways, including inattention, disruptive behaviour, 

or physical symptoms such as a stomach ache.  If you have any concerns about your child’s needs, 
please contact me on my email below or speak to their class teacher.    

Looking forward to September, I imagine we are all hoping that things will be settling down a lot by 

then, and we can hopefully look forward to getting back to a more normal way of living (whatever 

that may be).  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support and efforts in 

supporting the school over the past 12 months and keeping the children and staff within the school 
safe.  

I hope you have a lovely summer; I look forward to the year ahead.   

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/swindon-send-local-offer/


Avebury Class 

 

As we are ending the academic year, we can reflect on what an amazing year it has been for our 

students.  Regardless of the pandemic and the uncertainty that has surrounded everyone for over 18 
months, they have continued to adapt and to thrive in their schooling.  

We have enjoyed Outdoor Pursuits, working with clay in Art, extended PE, exceptional 

understanding in Maths as well as managing a teacher in COVID isolation, a smaller playground and 

limited contact with friends. 

It has been, most of the time, a real pleasure.  It is said that every September a teacher builds a little 

family in her class and then she has to say good bye to them all at the end of the year.   That has 

been so true this year, as we have dealt with world issues we have always been able to trust each 

other as a class.  Friendships in the classroom will not be forgotten and in years to come when the 

children remember the years of COVID they will reflect on how well they coped.  

We still have Year 6 leaver's celebration, sports activities and music roadshows to get through and 
then we can all relax and enjoy the predicted heatwave. 

I can not express strongly enough how truly grateful I am for the continued support from our 
parents and carers.   

Enjoy the summer and take care.  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Cherhill Class 

 

This term Cherhill Class have had lots of fun and new experiences together, including learning first 

aid, playing a ukulele to accompany pop songs, creating art with both textiles and clay, learning the 

rules and techniques of different sports and enjoying many team-building games and activities 

through the Level Up programme. It was our turn for swimming at Highworth pool at the start of the 

term.  The class thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and all of them advanced in their swimming, water 
safety and confidence. It was great to see them all learning life skills together, whilst having fun!   



 



 



 



 



 

In English we have been developing our use of co-ordinating conjunctions and subordinate 

conjunctions whilst studying stories such as ‘Partly Cloudy’.  A lovely story about storks, babies and 

friendship. Meanwhile in Maths, we have been working on weighing and measuring, as well as 

converting and understanding the difference between measurements such as kg and grams.  

 



 

 

We had a wonderful time at the lake on our Outdoor Pursuits day again, enjoying canoeing and 

kayaking, having lunch in our tent and dipping our feet and ourselves into the water! This 

opportunity is a real confidence booster and the children quickly overcame any worries or concerns 
they may have had, and soon discovered they have more resilience than they realise.  

 



 

 



 



 

Our EQ focus this term was ‘Managing Relationships’.  Our class have been playing games and 

finding strategies to use when building relationships and keeping them positive.  We have seen lots 
of patience, understanding, turn-taking and resilience in use throughout the term. 



 

 



 

In Science we have been studying different materials and the products that are made from 

them.  We decided which items could be made from different materials, for example a table can be 

made of wood or metal, and items that can only be made by one material , for instance, a pencil can 

only be made from wood. The class were surprised at how many objects can be made from so many 
different materials! 

 Our topic this term has been ‘The Olympics and Ancient Greece’.  The class enjoyed learning how 
and when the Olympics began and how modern Greece differs from Ancient Greece.  

Finally, the staff would like to say farewell and good luck to all our pupils moving onto their new 

classes or schools next academic year and wish our pupils, parents and carers an enjoyable summer 

holiday! 

Malmesbury Class 

 

In Malmesbury class we have been learning about Ancient Greece.  In Geography the children have 

located where Greece is and which continent it belongs in; we have been looking at grid referencing 

and how to find locations.  In History we have looked at the Olympics and the differences between 

now and then, and researched the Trojan War.  In Art we have been making Greek vases, clay 

mythical creatures and sculptures.  In R.E we have been looking at sacred books, comparing the 



different books in different religions.  In P.E we have been learning about badminton and with the 
Greek theme, practicing long jump like the ancient Greeks at the Olympics!! 

In Science we have been looking at animals including humans, the differences and similarities 

between creatures and what makes us unique. 

In Maths we have been doing measurements and mass, converting cm to mm and kg to g.   We have 
also been looking at the properties in 3D shapes. 

In English, we have been looking at past, present and future tenses, interviewing techniques and 
writing a diary. 

Andy has been showing Malmesbury Class how to follow a beat and play the keyboard.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Callie-Mae has made a sculpture of Ms Daw, using tools and techniques she has learnt in Art this 
term. 

Pewsey Class 

 

This term in Pewsey Class we have been learning about the Ancient Greeks and comparing 

England/Greece (wishing we were all there in the sunshine!) We enjoyed learning about Greek 

myths, as well as the gods and goddesses  - the gorier the better... The children have worked hard 

and played well together, forming quite a close little group. We are beginning to feel sad as it all 

comes to an end. We have discovered some champion chess and Uno players  - and even some 

adults have recently learned to play Go Fish. Playtimes have been fun when a local cat, Blackie 

comes in to play  - the only cat not terrified by a group of children rushing around after him.  

Also, Harry the PCSO came to visit to talk to us about becoming good citizens of the future!  

Have a great summer everyone and stay safe! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Savernake Class 

 

Wow! The end of term 6! What a busy and fun-filled term Savernake class have had! 

Our focus in EQ has been ‘Managing Relationships’. We have all worked really hard this term on 

showing empathy and increasing our resilience. Our relationship building skills are helping us form 

some incredible friendships that we will continue to build upon. 

One of our English themes this term has been based on the animation ‘Taking flight’. We have really 

enjoyed watching, listening to and talking about the story. We did some brilliant sequencing, had 
great fun with role play and used lots of different descriptive words to retell the story.  



In Computing we have been continuing to develop our knowledge of algorithms. We have seen what 

happens if an algorithm is not in the right order and used our knowledge to create our own 

sequence of instructions. We have used the laptops, iPads, beebots and even our friends to help us 
follow an algorithm. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



In Outdoor Pursuits we went to the lake with Mr Coombs; he showed us more canoeing skills and 

helped us work as a team. We even developed our water confidence with a dip in the lake after a 

long hot day… teachers included (with a little help from some children!) 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

During PE this term we have been practicing our athletic abilities. We enjoyed learning to use the 

hurdles, perfecting our stance to help us jump in the best way, then using our new skills to have a 
relay race. 

 



 



 



 



 

Art has been fun and very messy this term! We have been using clay to create tiles and experiment 

with different textures, patterns, and techniques by using special clay tools. We have also created 
clay art using hama beads, beads, and sequins. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

During DT we have worked really hard making scarecrows, using different textile materials. We 

created our own designs and experimented with different fabrics to see which ones stuck best. We 
were very proud of our finished scarecrows! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

It has been a very different year, but still one where we have worked hard and played hard.   As 

adults, we have loved building up strong relationships with all the class; for those that are moving on, 

we wish you good luck and will miss you.  For those of you moving to a different class, again good 

luck, but don’t worry we will make sure we see you regularly.  To all our families, we hope you have 
a relaxing and safe summer holiday. 



Stonehenge Class 

 

Term 6 has been an emotional one for Stonehenge Class as we are saying goodbye to our Y6s. We 

had some great times together and we wish them the best of luck next year! Our EQ focus was 

Managing Relationships and we worked hard on being good friends to others and knowing what 

makes a good friend; we played games and had discussions on how to show respect to others. We 

have learnt about Ancient Greeks and the Olympics and you can quiz us on myths, we have lots of 

stories to tell. For History, we studied the Ancient Greek timeline and the Greek ’s contributions to 

our society, such as Democracy. For Maths, we learned about fractions and measurement, we have 

been able to apply some of our new knowledge to real -life scenarios. We finished our swimming 

lessons this term and we had so much fun with Mr Coombs and Miss Love, learning new ways to 

swim. Finally, our English lessons were linked to relationships and we created amazing pieces of 

writing based on two stories about families and friends. 

 



 

 



 

Uffington Class 

 

Term 6 has been just as busy as all the others this year and Uffington Class have been learning lots of 
new skills.  



  

As we end the year, we say goodbye to three members of our class. It has been a great pleasure to 

have taught them this year and we wish them good luck in their new schools and best wishes for the 

future.  

Andy from the Swindon Music Service has been teaching us how to play the ukulele. As well as 

learning how to look after and hold the ukuleles correctly, we have learnt the names of different 
chords and how to play different rhythms to accompany songs.  

 



 



 



 



 

Tom from Level Up has been teaching us team building skills and has also taught us first aid. We 

learnt how to put someone in the recovery position, how to bandage various parts of  the body and 
how to resuscitate someone using CPR.  



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

In PE we have been practising a range of athletic skills from learning how to start a sprint, hurdling, 

jumping for distance and throwing overarm. This has linked to our work on The Ancient Greek and 
modern Olympic games.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

In Art we have been learning how to use clay. We were able to experiment with different techniques 

and learnt how to make small Greek style vases.  



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

One of our favourite activities this term has been making scarecrows during our DT lessons. We were 
able to use a range of fabrics and techniques to create anything from our imaginations.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Westbury Class 

 

This term in Westbury class we have been working on Managing Relationships. As part of our EQ 

lessons, we talked about what a relationship was and what it means to be a good friend. We looked 

how we can manage our friendships by showing empathy and being polite. 

In Maths we have been weighing, measuring, and estimating. We have used scales to work out the 

mass of different objects in g and kg, and used rulers, meter sticks and a trundle wheel to work out, 

then estimate, the length of objects and spaces. The children went all around the school with their 

equipment, finding things to measure. 

In English we enjoyed watching the animation ‘Taking Flight’ and reading the story ‘The Whisperer’ 

by Nick Butterworth. We developed our knowledge of past and present tense, then used this to 

create a missing poster for a character in the story. The children worked hard on expanding their 

writing using conjunctions and created some lovely pieces of work.  



 

 



 

The class also enjoyed their Art lessons this term, where they have been making tiles and pots with 
clay. They have explored different textures and patterns using special clay tools.  

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

Westbury Class were lucky to have another day canoeing on the lake with Mr Coombs; they 

developed their rowing skills and learned how to paddle back. Mr Coombs also took the class for 

swimming lessons in Highworth, they had great fun in their sessions and showed more confidence 
with every dip in the pool! Well done Westbury! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Readers of the term 

 

This terms readers of the term and winners of the Amazon vouchers are Kane Gregory & Isis Tuitt  



 

 



Useful Information 

Aiming High 

 

Preparing for Adulthood Transitions Roadshow 2021 

  

The 'Swindon Preparing for Adulthood Transitions Roadshow 2021' will be run as a virtual event, 

from Monday 20th to Friday 24th September. There will be presentations from a wide range of 

organisations throughout the week, and a full timetable with joining instructions, will be published 

on the Local Offer, and through other communications channels in July.  The Roadshow is for parents, 
carers and professionals who support young people age 14+ with additional needs.  

  

The term 'Transition' relates to young people with additional needs who may need extra and 

sometimes specialist support to help them to prepare for adult life. Preparing for adulthood can 

start from around age 14, and will include thinking about good health, independent living, social life, 
family and friendships, and employment, education and training. 

  

Please take a note of the Roadshow dates, and join the Roadshow online for information and advice, 

to find out what services and opportunities are available to support young people as they prep are 

for adulthood. There will be organisations taking part representing employment, education and 

social care, health, voluntary sector services, community and sports activities, financial services and 

others. There will be opportunities to ask questions. 

  

For more information, and to find out more about stallholders who have attended previous 

Transitions Roadshows, go to the Local Offer at https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk and search for 
‘Transitions Roadshow’. 

Football 

Lydiard Youth Football Club are starting an under 8s team for next season which will be for next 
years school year 3 (currently year 2). 

Training is currently on Saturdays at 11.15 till 12 at Kingsdown School and the first 4 weeks are free. 

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/


This is a great way to get kids active again after being in and out of lockdown for the last year.  

The training sessions are for both girls and boys. 

Lydiard Youth Club website:   https://www.lydiardyouthfc.org/ 

Our facebook page can be found below:  

https://www.facebook.com/Lydiardyouthfc 

 

 

 

Hello, 

I am a researcher writing from the hit BBC One prime time series Eat Well For Less? – I hope you’re 

well! 

My reason for writing is that we are currently casting for our 8th series and are looking for families / 

households who would like to eat well and save some money on their weekly shop. We would love it 

if you would be willing to tell us about some people you know that may be suitable for the show? 

I’ve popped some information about the series below for you… 

“The show is on a mission to prove that it is possible for families and households to  save money on 

their food budget without scrimping on taste and nutrition.  We hope that by analysing the 

shopping habits of UK families, we can help to show where they can source the best and cheapest 

quality food.” 

Eating well and to a budget is something we feel affects most of us and we’d be really grateful if you 

could help us spread the word about the new series by perhaps circulating a flyer with parents and 

staff at your school or by sharing something on a public notice board or school newsletter? I have 

https://www.lydiardyouthfc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Lydiardyouthfc


attached a copy of the flyer to this email and we can also post paper copies out to you if you would 
prefer.  

Please let me know if you have any questions about the series or if you require any further 

information and I’ll be more than happy to help. 

Hope to hear from you soon! 

Many thanks, 

The ‘Eat Well For Less?’ Casting Team 

Get in touch to apply or find out more! 

Call: 0117 970 7632 

or e-mail: eatwell@rdftelevision.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/EatWellForLess 

Twitter: @EatWellForLess 

  

*Any information which you give us will be processed in accordance with our Privacy Notice, a 
copy of which is available on request* 

School Dinners 

 

Please be advised the cost of school dinners will rise to £2.34 from September. 

If you feel you may be entitled to Free School meals. Please click on the link below to apply  

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/xfp/form/754 

mailto:eatwell@rdftelevision.com
http://www.facebook.com/EatWellForLess
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/xfp/form/754


 

 

 



 

Family Screen Time 

Supporting the safeguarding hub we include some useful information from Ineqe safeguarding group 

regarding monitoring your family's screen time. 

"With the school holidays upon us and the easing of restrictions, this summer has the potential to be 

a lot better than last year for children and young people! However, despite the relaxed rules, a lot of 

parents may be exasperated to see their child’s hesitancy to step away from the screen and over the 

doorstep. 

Children and young people being glued to the screen is not a new issue for parents, but the culture of 

entertainment and social interactions has changed so much over the last year that it is certainly a 

much bigger challenge. Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, children’s lives have adapted to include 

much more screen time as a necessity for meeting their educational, social and entertainment needs. 

So how do we say, “Back away from the Xbox! Step away from the screens!” without disregarding 
their feelings about the devices that have been their lifeline during the pandemic?"  

To promote a better relationship with our screens and devices, Ineqe sagefuarding hub have 

released a Family Activity pack. This is based on the very latest research and is full of fun and 
exciting ways to promote healthy screen time habits – for the whole family! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Zurich 

 

Nyland would like to say a HUGE thankyou to Zurich for supplying us with de -escalation kits and 

bum-bags alongside resources to make the often long journey to and from school more interesting.  

 

Dates for your diary 

 



 

 

 

Enjoy the Summer and we will see you back in September 2021 


